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Sunday, March 7, 2021 
Third Sunday in Lent 

WELCOME to Emanuel’s Lutheran Church!  
It is our joy to have you worship with us today. 

 
PRELUDE                                    
 
GATHERING  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                             ELW p. 94 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of 

steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. C: Amen. 
P: God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one 

who is full of compassion. Fountain of living water, 
C: pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 

Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your 
cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as 
healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen. 

P: Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus 
Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers 
them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. C: Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG             “In the Cross of Christ I Glory ”                 ELW 324 

 

  
   

 



2 
 

GREETING                                                                                               ELW p. 156       
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.   
C: And also with you.         
 
KYRIE                                “Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved”                         ELW 602 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                    ELW p. 159 
AM: Let us pray together. 
C: Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act 

courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the 
wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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WORD  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-17 
L: A reading from Exodus. 
1God spoke all these words: 2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 4You shall not 
make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that 
is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down 
to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for 
the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but 
showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for 
the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 8Remember the sabbath day, and 
keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a 
sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, 
your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six 
days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the 
seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 12Honor your 
father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God 
is giving you. 13You shall not murder. 14You shall not commit adultery. 15You shall not steal. 
16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, 
or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 19 
 

1The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its | maker’s handiwork. 
 2One day tells its tale | to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge | to another. 
 3Although they have no | words or language, 
  and their voices | are not heard, 
 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends | of 
the world, 
  where God has pitched a tent | for the sun. 
 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to | run its course. 
 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of | it 
again; 
  nothing is hidden from its | burning heat. R 
 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 
  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to | the simple. 
 8The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart; 
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  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light | to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever; 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb. R 
 11By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is | great reward. 
 12Who can detect one’s | own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my | secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion | over 
me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | 
in your sight, 
  O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer. R 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
L: A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? 
Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those 
who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human 
strength. 
Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
  
LENTEN ACCLAMATION                                                                                  ELW 177 
 

 
Verse (cantor): We proclaim Christ | crucified,* the power of God and the wis- | dom of 
God.                                                                                               (1 Cor. 1:23, 24) 
 

GOSPEL: John 2:13-22 
P: The holy gospel according to John. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he 
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their 
tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 
and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 
tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop 
making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, 
“Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you 
show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-
six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of 
his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 
this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
The gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                                             Pastor Kelsie 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                    “Canticle of the Turning ”                           ELW 723 
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APOSTLE’S CREED                                                                                   ELW p. 160 
AM: Let us confess the faith of the church, using the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                       ELW p. 160 
AM: Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 
need. There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people place 
their trust in nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your church, that in every 
situation your people’s words and actions honor your name.  

Response to each petition:  AM: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 
 

AM: We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. C: Amen. 
 
PEACE                                                                                                       ELW p.161 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  C: And also with you. 
 
OFFERING HYMN                      “Change My Heart, O God ”                        ELW 801 
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MEAL               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING INFORMATION                      For online giving: https://tinyurl.com/emanuelsgiving 

 

                 Mailing Address: Emanuel’s Lutheran Church, 206 N. Travis Street Seguin, TX 78155 

 

OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                 ELW p. 161 
AM: Let us pray.  
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with 
bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life 
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  C: Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                           ELW p. 161 
P: The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.  C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE                                                                                                  ELW p. 161 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                       ELW p. 162 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE                                                                   ELW p. 162 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                      ELW p. 163  
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                    ELW p. 164 
P: Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed. 
 

COMMUNION                                                                                                 ELW p. 164 

When giving the bread and sharing the cup, you may use say: 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION SONG                                                                                      ELW p. 164 
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TABLE BLESSING 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                      ELW p. 164 
AM: Let us pray. 
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of 
the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that 
has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING             God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING                                                                                                      ELW p. 164 
P: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as 
holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a 
blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.  
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                  “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me ”                ELW 767 
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DISMISSAL                                                                                             ELW p. 164 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                
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Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS vary at this time due to availability and recording days. Thanks to all who serve! 
 
SANCTUARY FLOWERS and RADIO BROADCASTS are sponsored by Emanuel’s members. If you 
would like to remember or honor a loved one in this way, please call the church office or sign up on the 
calendar in the office. Thanks to all who participate in this memorable ministry. 
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EMANUEL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP is streamed on Facebook, YouTube, and KWED AM 1580 radio at 10:30 
a.m. Due to COVID-19 cases, in-person worship is suspended at this time. Church office 
staff is working from home and in the office. There is someone in the office from 8-5, M-F. It’s 
best to call before coming in. Please refer to the larger COVID Safety and Gathering Policy 
updated on our website or contact Pastor Marcus with any questions.  
 
MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES: Each service will center on the “Holden Evening Prayer” 
liturgy with a reflection, based on our Lenten Devotional series, provided by one of our 
pastors. We invite you to follow along in preparation for Easter. Due to Covid-19 safety 
restrictions Midweek Services are on Facebook and YouTube, Wednesdays at 12:05pm & 
6pm, Feb 24-Mar 24. 
 

 

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS: We join together in study around the A 
Sanctified Art’s series, Again & Again: A Lenten Refrain.  “With 
exacerbation we exclaim, ‘Again?! How long, O God?’ And yet, in the 
midst of the motion blur chaos of our lives, God offers a sacred 
refrain: ‘I choose you, I love you, I will lead you to repair.’ Again and 
again, God breaks the cycle and offers us a new way forward.” 
Devotionals are available to download at 
www.EmanuelsLutheranChurch.com. Print copies are available in the 
church office as requested. Join the Pastors With A Podcast every 

Tuesday at 10 a.m. on Facebook and Soundcloud. During Lent they will be discussing the 
Again & Again devotional.  

 
ASH WEDNESDAY RESCHEDULED: Due to the inclement weather 
in February both Ashes-to-Go and our Ash Wednesday service on the 
lawn were canceled. Don't worry if you missed the ancient practice 
of imposition of ashes this year. Each opportunity will be available on 
Wednesday, March 24. Being marked in ash with the sign of the 
cross will be a way for us to prepare for Holy Week together. The 
reminder that we are dust turns our attention to the creative power 
of God, and God's ability to heal the brokenness in our lives when we 

offer that brokenness to God. Ashes-to-Go from Noon - 1pm at 201 N. Travis at the street. 
Worship on the Lawn at 6:30 p.m. with imposition of ashes using safety protocols. Bring 
your chair and mask. 
 
WATER TO THRIVE Emanuel's Easter giving campaign is now underway with Water to 
Thrive. Donations may be given as you rejoice the season, as a gift to someone special, or 
given in memory or honor of loved ones. Our 2020 water well campaign was wildly successful, 
and we are excited to provide a second community across the globe with access to clean 
water. Return order forms to the office with payment made to Emanuel’s Lutheran Church by 
Wednesday, March 24 for inclusion in the Easter bulletin. 
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EASTER LILIES Emanuel's will welcome Easter with beautiful lilies at our 10:30 a.m. worship 
service. You may donate Easter lilies as you rejoice the season, or in memory or honor of 
loved ones. Plants may be taken home following the service on Sunday, April 4, 2021. Return 
order forms to the office with payment made to Emanuel's Lutheran Church by Wednesday, 
March 24. Each poinsettia is $13. 
 
LIFE AFTER LOSS: Emanuel’s Congregational Care Ministries invites you to a Life After Loss 
Virtual Class sponsored by Porter-Loring Family Care Services and University Presbyterian 
Church SOL Center. The Rev. Darwin Huartson is facilitating. The group will meet on Zoom 
accessed via computer or telephone. Call-in information will be provided after registration. 
Sessions are Tuesdays, March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 & April 6, 2021 from 6:30pm-8:00-pm 
Our gathering goals are to understand the process of grief, assess where you are in the 
process of grief, discover how loss can transform you into becoming a better person, and plan 
how you will continue to heal & live a good life. For more information or to register please 
contact Emanuel's Director of Congregational Care Donna Simmons at donna@elcseguin.org or 
830-556-3542. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EMANUEL’S MISSION STATEMENT: “To be the church God is calling us to be by declaring God’s 
love, serving others, and embracing all.” 
 
 
 

Emanuel’s Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

206 North Travis Street | Seguin, Texas 78155 
(830) 379-5046 | FAX (830) 379-7518 
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