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Emanuel’s Lutheran Church    
St. John Lutheran Church 
Joining Together in Christ Jesus 
Sunday, September 27, 2020 – Online Worship Service 
 
GATHERING  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive 
us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to 
do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve 
you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in 
your hearts through faith.  
Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG                 “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word”             (ELW 520)  
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GREETING (ELW p. 138)         
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  And also with you.         
 
KYRIE (ELW p. 138)  
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 140) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 142)                            
Let us pray. 
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome 
them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

WORD  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
A reading from Ezekiel. 
1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the 
land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 
3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all 
lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person 
who sins that shall die. 25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of 
Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away 
from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 
committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have 
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they considered 
and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they 
shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, 
are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 30Therefore I will judge you, O house of 
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Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your 
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions 
that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will 
you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. 
Turn, then, and live. 
Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 25:1-9 

Refrain: 

 
1To | you, O LORD, 
  I lift | up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your | ways, O LORD, 
  and teach | me your paths. R 
 5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
 6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O 
LORD. 
 8You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way. R 
 
SECOND READING:  Philippians 2:1-13 
A reading from Philippians. 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but 
in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 
being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— 
even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
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glory of God the Father. 12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only 
in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure. 
Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142) 
 

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then 
I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from 
heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ 
we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do 
not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things. 28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 
30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not 
go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead 
of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the 
tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change 
your minds and believe him.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                          Pastor Kelsie 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY         “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”                    (ELW 712)  
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CREED (ELW p. 105) 
Let us confess the faith of the church, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (ELW p. 143) 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

Response to each petition: 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE (ELW p.143) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
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MEAL               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

OFFERING INFORMATION 
Mailing Address: St. John Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 68 Marion, TX 78124 
For those registered for onrealm.org, e-giving can be made at www.onrealm.org/stjohnmarion 
 

Mailing Address: Emanuel’s Lutheran Church, 206 N. Travis Street Seguin, TX 78155 
For online giving: https://tinyurl.com/emanuelsgiving 

 

OFFERING HYMN                         “Change My Heart, O God”   (ELW 801) 
 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 144) 
Let us pray.  
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 
these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW p. 144) 
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PREFACE (ELW p. 144) 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144) 
 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 145) 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 145)  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 146) 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
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COMMUNION (ELW p. 146) When giving the bread and sharing the cup, you may use say: 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146) 
 

 
 
SONG AFTER COMMUNION   “O Lord, Now Let Your Servant”   (ELW 313) 
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TABLE BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 146) 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
SENDING             God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING (ELW p. 146) 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 
accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                        “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises” (ELW 535) 
 

 



12 
 

 
 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 146) 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Emanuel’s Lutheran Church Announcements 
SUNDAY WORSHIP is still online and on the radio at 10:30 a.m.  
 

WORSHIP ON THE LAWN is Sunday, September 27 at 8:00 a.m. at the corner of Travis & Mountain 
Services on this date will also be online and on the radio at our regular 10:30 a.m. worship time.  

 

Items to bring to Worship on the Lawn:  
 Mask for safety of others 
 Chair or blanket to sit on 
 Umbrella, hat, and/or sunglasses 
 Something to drink 
 Rejoicing heart and voice 

 

Please Remember: 
 6-feet of distance between all parties 
 We will want to hug, but please wave from a distance instead 
 "Sharing of the Peace" will be done by waving or offering a distanced sign of peace 
 Communion will be practiced from our seats with prepackaged elements 
 Offering may be dropped off upon arrival or departure in designated baskets 

 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP to resume October 4 in the Sanctuary at 10:30 a.m.  More information coming your 
way. The live service will also be available on Facebook and the radio.  
 
SMALL GROUPS are beginning to resume on campus. Gatherings are limited to fewer than 15 people and 
social distancing practices are required. Masks are to be worn at all times on the church campus. Let us know 
if you are interested in starting a new small group at Emanuel’s! 
 

 HERITAGE BIBLE CLASS on Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the third floor Family Life Center.  Someone 
will be stationed at the Mountain Street entrance from 9 to 9:15 to make sure you will be able to get 
in. Might want to bring your own cup of coffee!  

 FAITH CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, October 20 at 7pm in the Family Life Center on the 3rd Floor. 
Contact Cathy at 830-660-8187. 

 JOY CIRCLE meets on Thursday, October 10 at 9:30 a.m. in the Family Life Center. Contact 
Elaine Giesber at 830-305-2126. 

 LWR QUICK QUILTERS are meeting again in their spacious 1st Floor room on Monday and 
Tuesday mornings. Call Elin at 303-5440 if you are interested in joining this group.  

 PROPERTY STEWARDS are always looking for extra hands for their Tuesday morning facility 
maintenance tasks. Garry can answer most questions at 830-534-3290. 

 GARDEN OF EATIN' every Tuesday from 9-11. In September we are cleaning up and thinking 
about fall planting. The garden is open to the community at all times, but Wayne will be there on 
Tuesdays to answer questions and get you started.  

 

 
CHRIST IN OUR HOME Daily devotional books are now available for Oct., Nov., & Dec. 2020. Pick up 
outside the Mountain Street Door.  


