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Sunday, April 18, 2021 
Third Sunday of Easter 

WELCOME to Emanuel’s Lutheran Church!  
It is our joy to have you worship with us today. 

 
PRELUDE      Two Variations on “O Christ, Our Light, Our Radiance True”      Benjamin Culli           
 
GATHERING  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                             ELW p. 94 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 
 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 

 
GATHERING HYMN            “Now All the vault of Heaven Resounds”         ELW 367 
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GREETING                                                                                               ELW p. 138        
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  C: And also with you.         
 
KYRIE                                                                                                      ELW p. 138 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                                                   ELW p. 139 
 

 
 



4 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                    ELW p. 142 
AM: Let us pray together. 
C: Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be 

your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to 
the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
WORD  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 3:12-19 
L: A reading from Acts. 
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you 
stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified 
his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though 
he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked 
to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from 
the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made 
this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given 
him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 17“And now, friends, I know that you 
acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold 
through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to 
God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 4 
 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause; 
  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and | hear my prayer. 
 2“You mortals, how long will you dishon- | or my glory; 
  how long will you love illusions and seek | after lies?” 
 3Know that the LORD does wonders | for the faithful; 
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  the LORD will hear me | when I call. 
 4Tremble, then, and | do not sin; 
  speak to your heart in silence up- | on your bed. R 
 5Offer the appointed | sacrifices, 
  and put your trust | in the LORD. 
 6Many are saying, “Who will show us | any good?” 
  Let the light of your face shine upon | us, O LORD. 
 7You have put gladness | in my heart, 
  more than when grain and | wine abound. 
 8In peace, I will lie | down and sleep; 
  for you alone, O LORD, make me | rest secure. R 
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-7 
L: A reading from 1 John. 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that 
is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we 
do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And 
all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 4Everyone who 
commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was revealed to 
take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one who 
sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone 
who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
The word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                    ELW 142 
 

 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They 
were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, 
“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and 
my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and 
bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands 
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and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to 
them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he 
took it and ate in their presence. 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I 
spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of 
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to 
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are 
witnesses of these things.” 
The gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                          Pastor Marcus 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY          “Lord, You Give the Great Commission”             ELW 579 
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APOSTLE’S CREED                                                                                   ELW p. 105 
AM: Let us confess the faith of the church, using the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                       ELW p. 143 
AM: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before 
God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. Living God, in the midst of 
Easter joy we are still filled with questions and wondering. Open our hearts and minds as 
we encounter the scriptures, so that the church embodies repentance and forgiveness in 
the name of Jesus to all nations. 

Response to each petition:  AM: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great. 
 

AM: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-
ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 
 
PEACE                                                                                                       ELW p.143 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you. 
 
OFFERING HYMN          “Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers”              ACS 938 

to tune of ELW 276 
1 Christ has risen while earth slumbers, 
 Christ has risen where hope died, 
 as he said and as he promised, 
 as we doubted and denied. 
 Let the moon embrace the blessing; 
 let the sun sustain the cheer; 
 let the world confirm the rumor: 
 Christ is risen, God is here! 
 

3 Christ has risen to companion 
 former friends who fear the night, 
 sensing loss and limitation 
 where their faith had once burned 
             bright. 
 They bemoan what is no longer, 
 they expect no hopeful sign 
 till Christ ends their conversation, 
 breaking bread and sharing wine. 
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2 Christ has risen for the people 
 whom he died to love and save; 
 Christ has risen for the women 
 bringing flow'rs to grace his grave. 
 Christ has risen for disciples, 
 huddled in an upstairs room. 
 He whose word inspired creation 
 can't be silenced by the tomb. 
 

4 Christ has risen and forever 
 lives to challenge and to change 
 all whose lives are messed or mangled, 
 all who find religion strange. 
 Christ is risen, Christ is present 
 making us what he has been: 
 evidence of transformation 
 in which God is known and seen. 
 

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949 
Text © 1988 WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 

MEAL               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

OFFERING INFORMATION                      For online giving: https://tinyurl.com/emanuelsgiving 
 

                 Mailing Address: Emanuel’s Lutheran Church, 206 N. Travis Street Seguin, TX 78155 

OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                 ELW p. 144 
AM: Let us pray.  
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, 
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. C: Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                           ELW p. 144 
P: The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE                                                                                                  ELW p. 144 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY           ELW p. 144 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE                                                                   ELW p. 145 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                      ELW p. 145  
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                    ELW p. 146 
P: The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat, and be satisfied. 
 
COMMUNION                                                                                                 ELW p. 146 

When giving the bread and sharing the cup, you may use say: 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION SONG                                                                                      ELW p. 146 
 

 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                      ELW p. 146 
AM: Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as 
witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING             God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING                                                                                                      ELW p. 146 
P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord 

Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN               “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”                 ELW 389 
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DISMISSAL                                                                                             ELW p. 146 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. C: Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE                               Suite in D Major: Voluntary                       Charles Callahan 
 
 
 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Setting 3 with Holy Communion. From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB139662 and OneLicense.net License #A-
727673. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

MUSICIANS TODAY: Jubilation Singers; Chris Teague, guitar; Gayle Morris, organist 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS FOR TODAY, APRIL 18, 2021: Preaching: Pastor Marcus; 
Presiding: Pastor Kelsie; Assisting Minister: Caroline Bower; Acolyte: TBD; Reader: 
Carolyn Blumberg; Ushers: Franklin Huebner, Tandi Hepp, Ryanne Hepp, Darlene Zies, Ilene 
Cherry; Radio Announcer: Steve Anderson; Greeter: Susan Yeatts 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 2021: Preaching: Pastor Kelsie; 
Presiding: Pastor Marcus; Assisting Minister: Melissa Barbre; Acolyte: TBD; Reader: Emily 
Prochnow; Ushers: Tim Troell, Joe Kane, Deborah Almquist, and Bev Seidenschwarz; Radio 
Announcer: John Van Deusen; Greeter: Linda Salt. 

 

EMANUEL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP is now in-person in the Sanctuary as well as streamed on Facebook, YouTube, and 
KWED AM 1580 radio at 10:30 a.m. Covid-19 safety protocols will still apply. To best love and protect all our 
neighbors, masks and social distancing are required while in the church building. The congregation is 
invited to sing while masked. As small groups resume gathering it is best to call to confirm meeting places 
and times. The church office is open M-Th from 8-5. 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 
Programs are in development for both Sunday mornings at 9:15 and midweek studies. Please stay tuned 
while we roll out classes for children and adults. It is a challenge as we return from our lengthy time apart 
to coordinate volunteers, physical space, and curriculum. Please let Pastor Marcus or Pastor Kelsie know if 
you are interested in leading a group or sharing a special skill. 
 

SUNDAY ADULT CLASSES at 9:15 a.m. 
 The Heritage Class (307): Augsburg Fortress Quarterly Adult Bible Study led by Steve Richardson 

and Walter Seidenschwarz. Current study is of the Old Testament, Faithful to God’s Covenant.  
 A Look at the Gospels (Family Life Center): Beginning May 2 with Pastor Marcus. We have four 

Gospels, among many other books and letters, that give us a window into the life, ministry, and 
legacy of Jesus Christ. But, there are differences, some small, others much more troublesome. So, 
what do we make of them? Join Pastor Marcus in the Family Life Center each Sunday starting May 
2nd for a deeper look at each Gospel, their authors, their faith community, and their differences. 
 

WEEKDAY STUDIES 
 Faith Circle (Women’s Ministry Room): Third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
 Joy Circle (Women’s Ministry Room): Second Thursday at 9:30 a.m. May meeting at the home of 

Elaine Geisber. 
 Ladies Aid (Women’s Ministry Room): to begin on August 4th at 2:00 p.m. 
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WE NEED YOU: Area nursing homes and care facilities are slowly welcoming back visitors. We can also 
begin home communion again with safety protocols. This is exciting news for our Home and Care Facility 
Ministry! Pastor John is eager to resume monthly worship services and communion for these communities. 
We are planning and scheduling now. Training and supplies are available. If you are interested in starting or 
continuing either of these important ministries, please contact the church office, or Visitation Pastor John 
Van Deusen at 830-305-5656. Call or Text. 
 

New Member Welcome: If you, or you and your family, are interested in joining us in the mission and 
ministry here at Emanuel’s, you are invited to reach out to Pastor Marcus for a conversation of 
welcome. Our next Sunday to receive new members is Sunday, May 30th. This special service will include 
a welcoming liturgy, a time to be recognized and prayed for by the congregation, and, tentatively, a time for 
potluck following worship in the Fellowship Hall. Pastor Marcus can be reached 
at: pastormarcus@elcseguin.org or 830-377-8643. 
 

SWEET HOUR OF PRAYER: You are invited to lift in prayer our church, community, and the world every 
Thursday morning at 10am beginning April 8th. Join us in the chapel each week for this Sweet Hour of 
Prayer. Please enter through the main sanctuary doors. Call Donna at 830-556-3542 for more information.   
 

STORIES OF HOPE: Our year of being an intentional church began with the new year, celebrating people 
of color, and women of history. As April is now upon us, we turn to a celebration of hope and begin with 
stories of hope and joy. If you have a short story, poem, hymn, or prayer that you would be willing to share 
while being recorded, Pastor Marcus is looking for volunteers. Our goal is to have 30 stories, from 30 voices, 
over April’s 30 days. We already have 13 voices on the list so please, sign up soon! More opportunities to 
share hope in our community are on their way so be on the lookout. 
 

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY GOLF TOURNAMENT is Saturday, May 15. Participants do not have 
to be church members, so gather a team of friends and support Campus Ministry in San Antonio. 
Registration deadline is May 8. Pastor Marcus can answer your questions about this annual event. 
 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS and RADIO BROADCASTS are sponsored by Emanuel’s members. If you would 
like to remember or honor a loved one in this way, please call the church office or sign up on the calendar 
in the office. Thanks to all who participate in this memorable ministry. 
 

SUMMER CAMP 2021: Cross Trails Ministry summer camp registration at Camp Chrysalis and Ebert Ranch 
Camp is now open for Emanuel's Youth. June and July sessions are available. Contact Pastor Kelsie for 
more information.  
 

VBS and DAY CAMP 2021 is on the calendar! We are partnering with Cross Trails Ministry again this year. 
Keep your fingers crossed that all are well and we can welcome children to our campus July 19-23. We 
want you, too! Let Pastor Marcos know if you are available to join the fun.  
 

LWR HEALTH KITS: Items for Lutheran World Relief Health Kits are urgently needed. The following items 
may be put in collection baskets at the church entrances or the office. Thank you for loving our neighbors 
across the globe! Two bath size bars of soap in original wrapping; one adult size toothbrush in original 
packaging; one sturdy comb; one metal nail clippers; money for one towel that we will purchase. 
 

CHRISTIAN COUNSELING CENTER BBQ FUNDRAISER is Sunday, April 25 at Faith Lutheran. Drive-
thru is 10am-1pm. Tickets are $8 for ½ BBQ chicken. Doug Parker and Pastor Marcus have tickets!  
 

EMANUEL’S MISSION STATEMENT: “To be the church God is calling us to be by declaring God’s love, 
serving others, and embracing all.” 
 

Emanuel’s Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

206 North Travis Street | Seguin, Texas 78155 
(830) 379-5046 | FAX (830) 379-7518 

www.EmanuelsLutheranChurch.com | info@elcseguin.org 


