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Sunday, January 31, 2021 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

WELCOME to Emanuel’s Lutheran Church!  
It is our joy to have you worship with us today. 

 
PRELUDE                                    
 
GATHERING  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                             ELW p. 94 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever.  
C: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  

C: Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG                     “God Loved the World”                              ELW 323 
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GREETING                                                                                               ELW p. 147        
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  C: And also with you.         
 
KYRIE                                                                                                      ELW p. 147 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                                                   ELW p. 148 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                    ELW p. 150 
AM: Let us pray together. 
C: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant 

presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to 
all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will 
see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
WORD  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
L: A reading from Deuteronomy. 
[Moses said:] 15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 
your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the LORD 
your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the 
LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the LORD 
replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet 
like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, 
who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the 
words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any 
prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a 
word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 111 

 

 

 

     1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with | my whole heart, 
  in the assembly of the upright, in the | congregation. 
 2Great are your | works, O LORD, 
  pondered by all who de- | light in them. 
 3Majesty and splendor | mark your deeds, 
  and your righteousness en- | dures forever. 
 4You cause your wonders to | be remembered; 

Refrain:  
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  you are gracious and full | of compassion. R 
 5You give food to | those who fear you, 
  remembering forev- | er your covenant. 
 6You have shown your people the power | of your works 
  in giving them the lands | of the nations. 
 7The works of your hands are faithful- | ness and justice; 
  all of your pre- | cepts are sure. 
 8They stand fast forev- | er and ever, 
  because they are done in | truth and equity. R 
 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your cove- | nant forever; 
  holy and awesome | is your name. 
 10The fear of the LORD is the begin- | ning of wisdom; 
  all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise en- | dures 
forever. R 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
L: A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not 
yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 4Hence, 
as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” 
and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in 
heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet for us there is 
one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 7It is not everyone, 
however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to idols until 
now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, 
being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do 
not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this liberty of yours does not 
somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others see you, who possess 
knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, 
be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge 
those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against 
members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against 
Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may 
not cause one of them to fall. 
Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                    ELW 168 

 
Verse (cantor): The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light; for those who sat 

in the shadow of death light has dawned. 
 (Matt. 4:16) 
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GOSPEL: Mark 1:21-28 
P: The holy gospel according to Mark. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered 
the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as 
one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a 
man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But 
Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, 
convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and 
they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He 
commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to 
spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 
The gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                               Pastoral Conversation 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY             “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word ”                        ELW 520 
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APOSTLE’S CREED                                                                                   ELW p. 152 
AM: Let us confess the faith of the church, using the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                       ELW p. 152 
AM: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, 
the world, and all people in need. For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in 
Christ throughout the world: prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the 
church and its ministries 

Response to each petition:  AM: let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God. 
 

AM: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the 
one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. C: Amen. 
 
PEACE                                                                                                       ELW p.152 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. C: And also with you. 
 
OFFERING HYMN                  “Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am “                       ELW 814 
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MEAL               God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

OFFERING INFORMATION                      For online giving: https://tinyurl.com/emanuelsgiving 
 

                 Mailing Address: Emanuel’s Lutheran Church, 206 N. Travis Street Seguin, TX 78155 

OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                 ELW p. 152 
AM: Let us pray.  
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to 
become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth 
into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                           ELW p. 152 
P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE                                                                                                  ELW p. 153 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                       ELW p. 153 

 
 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE                                                                   ELW p. 153 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                      ELW p. 154  
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
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C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION                                                                    ELW p. 154 
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 

COMMUNION                                                                                                 ELW p. 154 

When giving the bread and sharing the cup, you may use say: 
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION SONG                                                                                      ELW p. 154 
 
 

 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                      ELW p. 155 
AM: Let us pray. 
O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body 
and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that 
more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C: Amen. 
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SENDING             God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING                                                                                                      ELW p. 155 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  C: Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                    “Son of God, Eternal Savior”                           ELW 655 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL                                                                                             ELW p. 155 
P: Go in peace. Christ is with you.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                        
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WORSHIP LEADERS vary at this time due to availability and recording days. Thanks to 
all who serve! 
 
MUSICIANS TODAY: Jubilation Singers; Chris Teague, guitar. 
 
 

 
 

Emanuel’s Lutheran Church Announcements 
 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP is currently streamed on Facebook, YouTube, and KWED AM 1580 radio at 
10:30 a.m. Due to rising COVID-19 cases, in-person worship is suspended at this time. 
Church office staff will be again working from home and in the office as needed or by 
appointment. Please refer to the larger “We Are Better Together” COVID Safety and Gathering 
Policy updated on our website or contact Pastor Marcus with any questions. Continued prayers for 
our church leaders as they navigate the ever-changing tide.  
 
ANNUAL MEETING: On Sunday, January 24, 2021 72 members participated in the drive-thru 
voting process.  All of the items on the ballot passed without question.  A special thank you to 
Council members Emily Prochnow, Keith Vinyard, Allan Bode, Linda Salt, and Susan Yeatts for their 
work on this pandemic-inspired process.  Council will elect the 2021 officers at the regularly 
scheduled meeting on Tuesday, February 9th.  Due to continued high COVID numbers and our 
current “We are Better Together” policies, Council meetings are held via Zoom. 
 
2020 ANNUAL REPORT: The completed and finalized Annual Report for calendar year 2020 will 
be available via email and mail Friday, February 5th.  This allows for completion of all reports, 
including financial reports and supporting documents, from a year that was certainly not 
normal.  Thank you for your patience in this matter as our staff want to provide a complete report, 
versus one with missing components. 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY: We will gather for song, Word, and prayer on the lawn Wednesday, February 
17th at 5:30pm.  All mask and physical distancing policies will be observed. Our pastors have put in 
place measures to safely and prayerfully administer the ashen crosses at the close of our 
service.  Please bring your lawn chair, a light blanket, your mask, and your singing voice.  If you 
are unable to join us in the evening, please join us for “Ashes-to-Go,” from 12-1:00pm at the 
sanctuary entrance on Travis Street.  Our pastors will be on the sidewalk ready to pray with and 
administer crosses to any and all who want them. 
 
MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES: Each week’s service will center on the “Holden Evening Prayer” 
liturgy with a reflection, based on our Lenten Devotional series, provided by one of our 
pastors.  We invite you to follow along, as you are able, and in preparation for Easter. At the 



12 
 

present time, high COVID cases and our “We are Better Together” policies are limiting our ability 
to worship in-person.  Therefore, our weekly midweek worship services may be found on Facebook 
and YouTube, posted weekly at 12:05pm and 6pm.  
 
LENTEN DEVOTIONALS: We join together in study around the A Sanctified Art’s series, “Again 
and Again.”  The Creative Team writes, “With exacerbation we exclaim, ‘Again?! How long, O 
God?’ And yet, in the midst of the motion blur chaos of our lives, God offers a sacred refrain: ‘I 
choose you, I love you, I will lead you to repair.’ Again and again, God breaks the cycle and offers 
us a new way forward.”  Taking on a new rhythm, you are invited to ponder poems, scriptural 
reflections, and selected pieces of art as we dive deeper and deeper into the refrain of God’s never 
ending, never yielding, love for us and all that God has made.  Devotionals will be available for 
download starting Thursday, February 11th.  Print copies will be mailed to those without internet. 
Print copies will also be available in the church office. 
  
NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES: Church Office email addresses have a brand new look!  From now on, 
please use [church staff member’s first name]@elcseguin.org when you reach out via email. They 
are updated on our website at www.EmanuelsLutheranChurch.com. We are very grateful to 
Jonathan Zitelman, SimpleMan Productions, for helping us navigate this change! 
 
CAMPUS SAFETY REMINDERS:  

 Masks. Wear them in the church building at all times. Masks should cover both nose and 
mouth. Everyone is in a mask. It’s what all the cool kids are doing these days. 

 Small groups who gather must maintain a minimum six-feet physical distance. Be bold- go 
for ten-feet. Or more! 

 Do not come to the church if you are feeling poorly, have a fever, or have been around 
people who have tested positive for the Coronavirus. This is true even if you just think it is 
cedar fever. (Another reason to hate allergies.) 

 Embrace hand sanitizer. Use it when you enter and leave the building. Wash your hands if 
you touch your mask or face. Handwashing is an act of love for your neighbor. Love ALL! 

 Please note that due rising Covid-19 cases that the office staff is working both at the office 
and at home. Staff may be in the office as needed or by appointment Mondays through 
Thursdays. Calling before coming in is your best bet. Email is also great.  

 
SANCTUARY FLOWERS and RADIO BROADCASTS are sponsored by Emanuel’s members. If 
you would like to remember or honor a loved one in this way, please call the church office or sign 
up on the calendar in the office. Thanks to all who participate in this memorable ministry. 
 
 

EMANUEL’S MISSION STATEMENT: “To be the church God is calling us to be by declaring 
God’s love, serving others, and embracing all.” 

 
Emanuel’s Lutheran Church 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
206 North Travis Street | Seguin, Texas 78155 

(830) 379-5046 | FAX (830) 379-7518 
www.EmanuelsLutheranChurch.com | info@elcseguin.org 

 


