Emanuel’s Lutheran Church

St. John Lutheran Church

Joining Together in Christ Jesus

Sunday, July 19, 2020 — Online Worship Service

GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive
us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to
do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve
you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GATHERING SONG (ELW 399)
O Holy Spirit, Root of Life
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GREETING (ELW p. 138)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 138)

8]

)T A
y 4
@ - Yy [7] ‘—.—. * [7)

[J [J
Jj - ¢
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 140)

Refrain
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 142)

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By
your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen,

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8

A reading from Isaiah. 6Thus says the LorD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LorRD of
hosts: I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. "Who is like me? Let them
proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old the
things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. 8Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you
from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no
other rock; I know not one. Word of God, word of Life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 86:11-17

1'Teach me your way, O Lorp, and I will walk | in your truth; give me an undivided heart to
re- | vere your name.

12T will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart, and glorify your name

for- | evermore. R

13For great is your | love toward me; you have delivered me from the | pit of death.

1“The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people | seeks my
life; they have not set you be- | fore their eyes.

15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion, slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness
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and truth.

1Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me; give your strength to your servant, and save
the child | of your handmaid.

17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be | put to shame;
because you, LORD, have helped me and com- | forted me. R

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25

A reading from Romans. 2So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh—3for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. **For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. ‘°For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 6it is that very Spirit bearing witness
with our spirit that we are children of God, “and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 81
consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to
be revealed to us. °For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of
God; ?°for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who
subjected it, in hope ?'that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 2?We know that the whole creation has
been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have
the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. 2*For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what
is seen? 2°But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. Word of God, word
of Life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to
someone who sowed good seed in his field;?°but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came
and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 2°So when the plants came up and
bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 2’And the slaves of the householder came and said
to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come
from?’ 2He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to
go and gather them?’ 2°But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the
wheat along with them. ¥Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I
will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather
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the wheat into my barn.”” 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples
approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 3’He answered,
“The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; *the field is the world, and the good seed
are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, **and the enemy who
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. *°Just as
the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. *'The Son of
Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all
evildoers, *and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. “*Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let
anyone with ears listen!” The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pr. Kelsie Theiss
HYMN OF THE DAY “We Plow the Fields and Scatter” (ELW 680)
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1 We plow the fields and scat-ter the good seed on the land,
2 You on - ly are the mak-er of all things near and far
3 We thank you, our cre - a - tor, for all things bright and good,
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the breez-es and the sun-shine, and soft re- fresh-ing rain,
much more to us, your chil-dren, you give our dai - ly bread,
but  what you most would trea - sure—~ our hum-ble, thank-ful hearts.

CREED (ELW p. 105)

Let us confess the faith of the church, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
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descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (ELW P. 143)
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

Response to each petition:
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE (ELW p.143)
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING INFORMATION

Mailing Address: St. John Lutheran Church - P.O. Box 68 Marion, TX 78124
For those registered for onrealm.org, e-giving can be made following this link:
www.onrealm.org/stjohnmarion

Mailing Address: Emanuel’s Lutheran Church - 206 N. Travis Street Seguin, TX 78155
For online giving: https://tinyurl.com/emanuelsgiving

OFFERING HYMN “Praise and Thanksgiving” (ELW 689)
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OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 144)

God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the
heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us
through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the
world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW p. 144)
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 144)
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 144)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 145)

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 145)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 146)
Taste and see that the Lord is good. All are welcome at Christ’s table.

COMMUNION (ELW p. 154)
When giving the bread and the cup, you may use the following words:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 146)
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 146)

God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united
by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may
share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.

Amen.

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING (ELW p. 146)

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the
comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen.



SENDING SONG (ELW 588)

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
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1 There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - cy, like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;
3 For the love of God 1s broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 ’Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it i1s some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind-ness in God’sjus - tice which is more than lib - er - ty.
there is mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is  heal-ing in  his blood.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of ¢ - vil, larg -er mer-cy through the fall.
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav’'n.
There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;
But we make this love too nar - tow by false lim-its of our own;
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv’'n.
there is room for fresh «cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-ni - fy its  strict-ness with a zeal God will not own.
and our lives will  be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W, Faber, 18141863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 146)
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
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