
Adopted: May 15, 2021 
Emanuel’s Lutheran Church Council 
 
Following the updated guidelines issued by the CDC on May 
13, https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html, Emanuel's 
Church Council adopts the following practices and protocols for worship, fellowship activities, 
small group ministries, outside rentals, volunteers and staff, and ministry partners effective 
Sunday, May 23, 2021 and following: 

 Those persons who are fully vaccinated, meaning they have surpassed the 2-week 
threshold after their second shot, Pfizer or Moderna, or the 2-week threshold after their 
single shot, Johnson & Johnson, may choose to not wear a mask while participating in 
church activities and gatherings and may choose to sit closer than 6-feet to individuals 
not of the same household or traveling group. 

 Those persons who are not fully vaccinated, meaning those who have not surpassed 
the 2-week threshold after their second shot or single dose shot, as attributed above, 
must continue to wear their mask at all times while on the church campus and maintain 
a physical distance of at least 6-feet from individuals not of the same household or 
traveling group. 

 Our currently modified worship practices, which includes sitting in every other pew, the 
taking of Holy Communion while in our pews, refraining from moving while sharing the 
peace, and not passing the offering plates but providing baskets at each entrance door, 
will remain in place.  Council will reevaluate these practices during the summer months. 

 Fellowship gatherings and small group gatherings that include food and beverages may 
return to the pre-pandemic practices of self-serve as applicable.  Remember that the 
health and wellbeing of everyone participating in each event is paramount to the 
ongoing wellbeing of our church, its ministries, and its ability to serve our 
neighbors.  The highest etiquette for personal hygiene, including the washing of hands 
for at least 20 seconds, the using hand sanitizer, and staying home when not feeling 
well, must be followed. 

We are first and foremost a church, a place of grace, hope, and love lived and shared.  We 
show these characteristics of our Christian faith by always placing others before ourselves.  The 
wearing of our masks, the giving of a little extra space, and the monitoring of our own health 
symptoms, even if we are not in the midst of a pandemic, are the tangible ways of being Christ 
in the world; of loving our neighbor.  As we live into these new ways of being church together, 
be mindful of how you can care better for those around you and be willing to take an extra step 
so that they too feel at ease and welcome. 
 
An updated copy of the 'We Are Better Together' policy, our standing policy for how we return 
safely and holistically to worship and ministry life on our church campus, will be posted to our 
website, Facebook page, and included in our weekly newsletter by Thursday, May 20th.  Please 
reach out to any member of the Council if you have additional questions or concerns. 


